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armed Iran is not a challenge that can
be contained and that the United
States will do what it must to prevent
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon.

I hope that this will not be another
vanished red line for the President,
who has also said, ‘‘As President, I
don’t bluff.”

———

TIME TO MAKE PROTECTING THIS
NATION A PRIORITY

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my anger at
what I saw on the video that was taken
of the event down in McKinney, Texas,
on Friday, in which a big and burly po-
lice officer, wearing white socks, man-
handled a young, 15-year-old Black girl
in a bathing suit and man-handled
other young Black people who were
there simply to attend a pool party.

That kind of heavyhanded, out-of-
control police misconduct must be
stopped in this country. We must do
something about it. I was so angry that
I could not be there to do something
about it, but I am here to do something
about it. I pledge to the people to do
everything I can to make sure that we
eliminate those kinds of officers from
police forces throughout the country.

———

TIME TO MAKE PROTECTING THIS
NATION A PRIORITY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, much of the
economic turmoil that has gripped this
Nation is the result of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s spending beyond its means.
However, Democrats continue to insist
on ignoring the consequences of our
crushing debt burden. Last week,
Democrats in the Senate announced
they would block any appropriations
bill, including legislation providing
funds for the defense of this Nation,
until Republicans meet their demands
for increased government spending.

At a time of grave threats to our Na-
tion, we must be vigilant, determined,
and united in the full support of our
military personnel. Providing for the
common defense of the United States
of America is the Federal Govern-
ment’s primary duty. Holding hostage
the funding for our troops, their fami-
lies, and the Nation’s veterans in order
to extract more taxpayer dollars for
Washington bureaucracy is the worst
kind of political gamesmanship. It is
time to make protecting this Nation a
priority.

————
EQUAL PAY ACT

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as we celebrate the 52nd anniversary of
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the passage of the Equal Pay Act, I rise
today to reflect on our commitment to
equality and the work ahead to turn
this commitment into a reality.

In 1963, our Nation declared that
women deserved equal pay for equal
work; yet, more than half a century
later, we still have much work ahead
to end pay discrimination against
women. Today, women make just 77
cents for every dollar men earn,
amounting to an $11,000 gap per year
between full-time men and women.
That is almost $1,000 each month to
help with groceries, rent, and student
loans.

The workforce disparities have disas-
trous effects on our Nation. According
to the Census Bureau, 1 in 3 women
lives 200 percent below the Federal pov-
erty line compared to 1 in 4 men, and of
the more than 100 million Americans
who live paycheck to paycheck, almost
70 percent of them are women and their
children. Meanwhile, of the S&P 500
companies, women make up just 14.2
percent of their leadership positions,
and only 24 companies have female
CEOs.

Women deserve a fair shot at the
American Dream. I urge my colleagues
to work with me to address these
issues. Together, let’s eliminate gender
disparities in our workforce.

—————

CLEARWATER, FLORIDA’S
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. JOLLY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the centennial anniver-
sary of one of our Nation’s most beau-
tiful communities—the city of Clear-
water, Florida.

Named for its abundant fresh springs
and waters, the city was established by
colonists in the 1830s and was origi-
nally named Clearwater Harbor until
1895. It was then renamed Clearwater
and was later established as a munici-
pality on May 27, 1915.

Clearwater is known internationally
for its clear gulf waters, award-winning
beaches, a rich history of Major League
Baseball spring training, and it is even
home to our very own movie star—Win-
ter, the dolphin. Not only is Clearwater
a great place to call home, but it is
also a great place to visit year round.
In fact, Clearwater currently holds the
Guinness World Record for the most
consecutive days of sunshine in a sin-
gle year, which is why, today, Clear-
water continues to warmly welcome
hundreds of thousands of visitors each
year.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rep-
resent the people of Clearwater and our
greater Pinellas County community. I
urge this body to join me in recog-
nizing this most significant milestone.
Happy anniversary to Clearwater, Flor-
ida.
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REAUTHORIZE THE EXPORT-
IMPORT BANK

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, House
Democrats continue to try to move
this country forward, but the Repub-
lican majority continues to try to turn
back the clock. The effort to eradicate
the Export-Import Bank is just another
example of a reckless act of legislative
malpractice.

First, House Republicans shut down
the government for 16 days, costing the
American people $24 billion in lost eco-
nomic productivity. Then House Re-
publicans attempted to shut down the
Department of Homeland Security,
risking the safety of the American peo-
ple. Now House Republicans want to
shut down the Export-Import Bank,
risking tens of thousands of jobs for
hard-working Americans.

What is your addiction to shutting
things down?

The American people want us to lift
them up, and the best way we can do it
right now is to reauthorize the Export-
Import Bank.

————
ELIZABETH BARTA WIDEL

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to recognize someone who is
a very familiar voice to readers of The
Omak-Okanogan County Chronicle
newspaper, which is located in
Okanogan County, in my district, in
the State of Washington.

Elizabeth Barta Widel is one of the
most senior journalists in the Pacific
Northwest. For 61 years, she has shared
her love of the outdoors, her photog-
raphy, and her passion for all things
concerning the Okanogan community.
Since 1954, Elizabeth has written a col-
umn for the Chronicle, titled, ‘‘Explor-
ing the Okanogan.” So far, she has
written almost 2,900 columns on an
array of topics, and she continues to
add to that number regularly. Through
sharing her stories, her down-to-earth
words of wisdom, and her curiosity of
the world around her, Elizabeth has
shown a profound connection with the
Okanogan Valley and has inspired gen-
erations of readers and those who know
her.

Please join me in celebrating the
contribution and dedication of this re-
markable lady, an explorer of things
great and small.

——
O 1230
BOKO HARAM

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
today six young girls who escaped
Boko Haram will join us at a press con-
ference after votes on Wear Red
Wednesday.
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